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Chair’s Welcome

Dear delegates, speakers and sponsors.

It is with great joy that I welcome you to the 2019 ARLIS/UK & Ireland 
Conference at the University of Glasgow, a very special conference in 
a very special city, as we celebrate our 50th anniversary. It is fantastic 
to see so many of you have signed up to attend, and will be travelling 
from near and far to share your experience and knowledge, ensuring 
the success of this milestone in the Society’s history. I’d like to warmly 
thank the 2019 Conference Working Party, the mighty few who have 
made this historic event happen, for their hard work, enthusiasm and 
achievements. As always, much gratitude is also due to our Officers 
and Council, for supporting the CWP’s work.

Thanks to the University of Glasgow and in particular to the University 
Library, who have provided premises and staff in order that we can 
host and run the conference and have our evening reception, which 
they are very generously sponsoring, and conference dinner within 
a sumptuous setting. The Society and I are very grateful to this year’s 
sponsors and exhibitors.  Without their support, we wouldn’t be able 
to offer such high quality conferences at competitive, affordable 
prices, and their partnership is greatly valued. We invite our delegates 
to visit them in the beautiful spaces surrounding the conference 
lecture theatre.
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Jane Bramwell

It will be with great pleasure that I will be awarding Penny Dade 
honorary membership of our Society, at our Monday evening 
reception. Penny has served in many roles with ARLIS over the years 
and made a lasting impact on art librarianship over her long career. 
Among her many publications held in the British Library is “ARLIS 
at 40: a celebration” that she compiled 10 years ago.  She will be 
joining the select group of ARLIS/UK & Ireland’s honorary members 
in recognition of her outstanding contribution to the Society and 
our profession.  

This anniversary conference celebrates 50 years of development 
in art librarianship and the unique collections we hold and provide 
access to. Our programme showcases current practice at the 
forefront of our profession and provides reflection on its development 
and opportunities for the future, presented by new and experienced 
colleagues alike, from home and away. Most of all in our 50th year, 
let us take the time to pause and reflect on the incredible resilience of 
art librarians and information professionals over the past half century.  
Like the Society in recent years, many of our organisations have 
faced significant challenges, but we continue to flourish and grow 
stronger, thanks to the spirit of collaboration amongst our members.  
To that end, I would also like to thank our two previous Chairs, Carla 
Marchesan and her predecessor David Pulford, for their incredible 
leadership and commitment, helping to steer ARLIS through to 
calmer waters.

I am very much looking forward to the conference, to network with 
colleagues, and hope you are too.

Jane Bramwell  |  Chair, ARLIS/UK & Ireland
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It has been a real privilege for all of us to be involved in this year’s 
ARLIS UK & Ireland conference, especially as it is the 50th anniversary 
of our Society. We were conscious that we wanted to try to make it a 
very special event because of this, and one that ARLIS members and 
delegates would remember for years to come. We are thrilled to be 
hosting it in the historic and dynamic city of Glasgow, a true cultural 
hub of Scotland and Europe, renowned all over the world for its 
cultural heritage and its artistic and creative character. We truly hope 
you’ll feel very welcome here and will enjoy the setting that our city 
and university have to offer.

In our planning for the 50th anniversary conference we wanted 
to ensure that we were providing a platform for encouraging and 
provoking discussion about a broad range of topics and themes within 
contemporary arts librarianship. We also wanted to complement this 
by including some reflective elements within the conference so we 
could also all spend time reflecting on our experiences of ARLIS and 
the work that the Society does. We were delighted by the response to 
the call for papers and the range of topics that we were eventually able 
to include in the programme. This is testament to the work, activities 
and enthusiasm of our ARLIS members and wider arts librarianship 
communities and we hope that you will all enjoy hearing from each 
other during the course of the conference programme.

We are also delighted with our keynote speakers, Dr. John Scally, 
Rachel Thain-Gray and Dr. David Dibosa, all of whom have made 
significant impact in their fields of librarianship and arts education. 
The conference also includes a series of interesting visits around a 
variety of wonderful Glasgow arts institutions and libraries, and we 
have interspersed these visits during the afternoons of Monday and 
Tuesday in the hope that delegates will be able to tailor the conference 
programme to their liking.

Welcome from the Working Party4



Leo Appleton & Richard Bapty

The conference will end on Wednesday 17th July with a 50th 
Anniversary ARLIS panel, where we have representatives of ARLIS past, 
present and future. We hope that you will all be able to join us for this 
and round off your Glasgow ARLIS conference experience celebrating 
times gone by and looking forwards to the future of ARLIS and its 
fundamental role in arts librarianship.

Finally we would like to thank the members of the Conference Working 
Party who have been an absolute pleasure to work with and have 
made the planning of the conference appear seamless. Behind the 
scenes however, they have all been working tirelessly to ensure that 
we deliver a conference to remember. We couldn’t do any of it though 
without our sponsors, exhibitors, hosts, speakers and delegates, and 
we thank each and every one of you for your contributions.

Have a great conference!

Leo Appleton & Richard Bapty
Co-chairs of the Conference Working party 2019 

5



Conference Hub and Venues

Welcome to Glasgow! With its wealth of cultural attractions and 
impressive Victorian architecture, the city is firmly established as one 
of Europe’s most exciting destinations for art and design. Scotland’s 
largest city is home to more than 20 world-class museums and galleries 
and boasts Europe’s largest civic arts collection with works by Dali, Van 
Gogh, Degas and Monet. The Art Nouveau legacy of Glasgow’s most 
famous son, architect Charles Rennie Mackintosh, is never far away.

Conference 2019 is hosted by the University of Glasgow in the city’s 
west end, established in 1451 and consistently ranked in the world’s top 
100 universities. Our conference hub is the Sir Charles Wilson Building, 
a stunning converted church that retains beautiful original features. It is 
E15 on the University’s campus map:

www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_1887_en.pdf. 

Or enter postcode G12 8NN into your smart device. Conference 
registration, and keynotes and papers, will all be held here.

The University Library (D11) will house our evening drinks reception on 
Monday 15th July, whilst Sir George Gilbert Scott’s Bute Hall (A13) will 
provide a fittingly sumptuous backdrop to our Conference Dinner on 
Tuesday 16th July.

Glasgow is an easy and compact city to explore, whether by bus, 
subway or on foot. Both Kelvingrove Museum and the Hunterian 
Museum and Art Gallery are just a short walk away from the conference 
hub. The nearest subway station to the hub is Kelvinbridge. You will find 
a map of Glasgow’s famous ‘Clockwork Orange’ subway on page 14 of 
this programme.

Further information on getting around Glasgow is available at:
www.peoplemakeglasgow.com/visiting/getting-around
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Keynote Abstract | Dr John Scally

How Olivia Newton-John helped the 
National Library of Scotland prepare for
 its centenary

Dr Scally will talk about his tenure at the 
National Library of Scotland and the Library’s 
ambitious plans in the lead up to its centenary 
in 2025.   With 27 million physical items 
collected over 400 years and a massive multi-
format digital collection, what version of the 
future would it try to create?

A new strategy ‘The Way Forward 2015-2020’ outlined six 
objectives to elevate the Library to become one of the finest 
research libraries in Europe.  Dr Scally will speak about this journey 
and the ambitious digitisation plans and work on hidden collections 
which are well underway. 

John Scally has, for the past 4 ½ years, held the post of 

National Librarian and Chief Executive of the National Library 

of Scotland, a major European research library and one of the 

world’s leading centres for the study of Scotland and the Scots.  

He was previously Deputy Head of Rare Books at the Library before 

becoming Director of University Collections and subsequently 

Director of Library and University Collections at the University 

of Edinburgh.  He is a member of the British Library Advisory 

Council and a Board member of the Scottish Library Information 

Council (SLIC), Scottish Confederation of University and Research 

Libraries (SCURL) and Research Libraries UK (RLUK). 
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Keynote Abstract | Dr Robyne Calvert

From Tome to Tomb: The Birth, Death, 
and Reconstruction of Mackintosh’s Library

The Mackintosh Building at The Glasgow School of Art (GSA) – designed 
by Charles Rennie Mackintosh circa 1897-1907 – is a monument of 
international significance and of crucial importance to the history of 
architecture and design. In May 2014, a major fire severely damaged 
a small but vital part of ‘The Mack’, and its iconic library was lost. After 
this fire, GSA initiated a major restoration and reconstruction effort. This 
created an invaluable opportunity for a closer study of the building 
facilitating an intervention in the scholarship on this internationally 
important art school. However, in June 2018 as the project neared 
completion, a second more devastating fire swept through the building, 
destroying its interior and severely damaging the exterior. A large 
portion of the walls of this A-listed building yet stand strong, and the 
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knowledge gleaned through the first restoration 
makes a faithful reconstruction highly likely. 

This talk will focus on Mackintosh’s famous 
library, discussing its history within the school, 
highlighting the collection that was lost, and 
its recovery post-2014. Its reconstruction will 
be explored, alongside an examination of its 
meaning and importance as a Symbolist interior, 
and a look to its present state and hopeful future. 

Dr Robyne Calvert is a Cultural Historian with expertise on the 

history of art, architecture and design in Britain. As Mackintosh 

Research Fellow at Glasgow School of Art, she is charged with 

fostering innovative research projects arising from the Mackintosh 

Building restoration project; and she is currently writing a 

new history of the building to be published by Yale University 

Press in 2020. Her PhD thesis ‘Fashioning the Artist: Artistic 

Dress in Victorian Britain, 1848-1900’ (University of Glasgow 

2012), for which she received a Pasold Fund PhD bursary, is also 

currently being revised and expanded for publication. She is also 

a visiting lecturer in art history at the University of Glasgow, 

where she teaches and supervises students on the MLitt programmes 

in Technical Art History and Dress History; and she sits on the 

advisory panel of the National Trust for Scotland – The Hill House 

conservation project.
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Keynote Abstract | Dr David Dibosa

Re-worlding our knowledge

Despite the ambition contained in the British Library’s invitation to 
‘explore the world’s knowledge’, university libraries no longer make such 
universal claims. Instead, the learning resources to which they direct 
students remain specific and locatable – steered by the experience and 
scholarship of librarians, archivists and the specialists responsible for 
collection development. The transformation of librarians from guardians 
of the treasure trove of knowledge to facilitators of a student’s academic 
development reflects the ‘critical turn’ in culture. The legacies of late 
twentieth century critiques of institutional power resulted in a shift away 
from images of the last remnants of citadels with their mandarin keepers 
and their arcane manners. Instead, the move was made more towards 
embodied subjects. Such beings have to be understood as formed, 
informed and performed by specific experiences more or less aligned 
with the vectors of race, class, sex, gender and sexuality. In such terms, 
the vertical sacred laddaer of learning with the torch handed down from 
one step to another – all the way back to Prometheus’s first theft from 
the gods – no longer applies. Classical antiquity does, though, provide 
another model – one more suited to the horizontality of our times. The 
labyrinth of learning with all its false turns and dead-ends seems all the 
more fitting for the contemporary era. Librarians, in such instance, can 
easily be caricatured as little more than hapless guides, trying their best 
to follow the threads of a student’s journey through a bewildering maze 
of inquiries so rarely anticipated and never dreamed of. 

Thanks to the impressive capacities of digital technology the task of 
guidance is made much less onerous, though. The ability to handle 
retro- and prospective pathways through search histories and predictive 
searches is intensified through the possibilities offered by data storage 
and dynamic content management. Future possibilities seem endless, 
limited only by our abilities to advise on the sheer weight of options 
available. So why does there seem to be such a crisis? 
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Dr David Dibosa is co-author of Post-Critical Museology: Theory 

and Practice in the Art Museum (2013). David is Reader in 

Museology at the University of the Arts London (UAL). At UAL, he 

also leads the MA Curating and Collections at Chelsea College 

of Arts. He recently completed work as co-investigator for Black 

Artists and Modernism (BAM), a 3-year research project funded by 

the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC). As part of that 

project, he appeared on BBC4’s Who Ever Heard of a Black Artist? 

Britain’s Hidden Art History (July, 2018). He has also appeared as 

a judge on BBC1’s prime-time series, The Big Painting Challenge.

What seems to be at the core of some of the 
issues is not so much what possibilities might 
be held in our future but rather what do we do 
with our past. The shift away from hierarchical 
and diachronic ordering, organised through 
successive structures of power, leaves such 
material appearing like threadbare collectibles 
in a dusty abandoned tower. Trying to move 
towards synchronic horizontal semi- structures 
of knowing means re-evaluating the usefulness 
of the knowledge so far bequeathed. The problem is that such 
knowledge is encased in a structure that has historically privileged some 
forms of knowledge while disregarding others. For instance, Western 
perspectives, built up over successive generations, are being regarded 
as skewed: deeply implicated in colonial projects that could not serve 
the needs of those who have been historically disempowered. How can 
such a position be re-balanced? What role might libraries, particularly 
university libraries, have to play?
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For abstracts and biographies of the presentations, workshops and 
lightning talks, please see the accompanying booklet or website. 

www.arlisglasgow2019.com

Presentations, Workshops 
and Lightning Talks
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The Glasgow School of Art

Glasgow City Chambers

Good Press

Gallery of Modern Art (GOMA)

Glasgow School of Art Archives 
and Glasgow Sculpture Studios

National Library of
Scotland at Kelvin Hall

Kelvingrove Art
Gallery & Museum

Glasgow 
Women’s
Library

Glasgow Print Studio

Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons

R I V E R   C L Y D E

Queen Street Station

Central Station

Bridgeton
Station

Glasgow University

Subway | SPT

Kelvinbridge

Hillhead

Kinning Park

Shields RoadCessnock

St. George’s
Cross

Cowcaddens
Buchannan   
  StreetKelvinhall

St. EnochPartick

Bridge 
StreetGovan

West StreetIbrox



Glasgow 
Women’s
Library

14.00 Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum 

14.30 Good Press

14.00 Glasgow Women’s Library

15.00 Glasgow City Chambers

14.00 Glasgow University Special Collections
15.30 National Library of Scotland at Kelvin Hall

14.30 Glasgow School of Art Archives
16.00 Glasgow Sculpture Studios

14.00 Gallery of Modern Art (GOMA)
15.30 Glasgow Print Studio

14.30 Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons
15.45 Glasgow School of Art Library

Monday

Option 1: 

Option 2: 

Tuesday

Option 1: 

Option 2: 

Option 3: 

Option 4: 

Option 5: 

Option 6: 

Optional Visits15







Day One—Monday 15th July 2019

Coffee/registration  (Sir Charles Wilson Building, G12 8NN)

Welcome and introduction: Chair of ARLIS and Conference hosts

Keynote: Dr John Scally, National Library of Scotland

How Olivia Newton-John helped the National Library of 

Scotland prepare for its centenary

Sponsored lightning talk: Bloomsbury Digital Archives 

Break 

 11:40-12:10 Presentation
Andrea Lydon, National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin

Source: Uncovering stories of art in Ireland

 12:15-12:45 Presentation
Eleanore Widger, University of Dundee 

Special Collections Digitization in the Scottish Poetry Library 

 11:40-12:10 Presentation
Elisabeth Thurlow, University of the Arts London 

Preserving an emerging digital arts landscape

 12:15-12:45 Presentation
Ashley Levine, Artifex Press, New York

Archivist as Creator

Lunch

Visits

 See Page 15

13:45-14:15 Presentation
Michiel Nijhoff, Stedelijk Museum

Push AND Pull instead of Push only : initiatives to embrace new 

audiences for the library of the Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam
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 14:20-14:50 Presentation
Stefanie Hilles & Alia Wegner, Miami University

Building alliances and allies: advocating for art methodologies 

in digital collections collaborations

 14:55-15:25 Presentation
Christopher Vacchio, Artifex Press

Drawing connections: documentation of Sol Lewitt’s Wall 

Drawings across archives

Break 

 15:50-16:00 Lightning Talk
Holly Hatheway, Princeton University

The Digital Cicognara Library: officially launching an 

international collaboration

 16:00-16:10 Lightning Talk
Jane Daniels, Cardiff Metropolitan University 

Collaborate to Innovate: WHELF Shared LMS RDA Cataloguing 

Templates for Artists’ Books and Exhibition Catalogues

 16:10-16:20 Lightning Talk
Jennifer Follen, University of Texas

A digital archive for Ethnographic Terminalia: designing an 

academic research and art collective

 16:20-16:30 Lightning Talk
Laura Schwartz, University of California, San Diego 

Advocating for the Digital Library Projects in the arts

 16:30-16:40 Lightning Talk
Sarah Bromage, University of Stirling

Development of online catalogue for University of Stirling

 16:40-16:50 Lightning Talk
Sarah Kafala, University of Essex

Curating a cabinet of curiosities in a concrete cloud 

Close 

Drinks reception and tour of Glasgow University Library, G12 8QE 
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Day Two—Tuesday 16th July 2019

Coffee/registration (Sir Charles Wilson Building, G12 8NN) 

Welcome: Conference hosts 

Keynote: Rachel Thain-Gray, Glasgow Women’s Library

Critical librarianship: de-centering privilege

Sponsored lightning talk: Better World Books

Break 

 11:30-12:00 Presentation
Gustavo Grandal Monteiro, Chelsea College of Arts 

Decolonising the art library: some initiatives 

at University of the Arts London

 12:05-12:35 Presentation
Bec Wonders, Glasgow School of Art 

Behind the veil: mapping feminist periodicals, 1970-1990

 Workshop
Led by: Alexandra Duncan, Chelsea College of Art  

Towards an activist research: can Wikipedia be a tool for 

responsible research and activism?

 Please note that participants will be 
required to bring their own device to this session 
(tablet or laptop)

 11:30-11:40 Lightning talk
Amanda Russell presenting on behalf 

of Kim Davis, University of Plymouth 

Grow your own library research support team

 11:40-11:50 Lightning talk
Eleanor Johnston, Staffordshire University  

On the Record/Off the Wall/On the Shelf: 

fine art and fine music in the library
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 11:50-12:00 Lightning talk
Cait Peterson, Chelsea College of Arts  

Exploring ‘inspiration’ and the library’s potential 

role in the creative process

 12:00-12:10 Lightning talk 
Laura Williams, University of Huddesfield   

A Flying Start for art and design students

 12:10-12:20 Lightning talk 
Lucy Campbell, New School of Architecture and Design, San Diego   

Natural partners: demonstrating the value of research through 

visual literacy in architectural history 

Lunch

Visits

 See Page 15 

Close 

Conference Dinner: Bute Hall, G12 8QQ
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Day Three—Wednesday 17th July 2019

Coffee/registration (Sir Charles Wilson Building, G12 8NN) 

Welcome: Conference hosts 

Keynote: Dr David Dibosa, Chelsea College of Arts

Re-worlding our knowledge

Break 

 10:50-11:20 Presentation
Megan Lotts, Rutgers University 

The art librarian wears many hats: a survey of skills 

needed for art librarians in the 21st century

 11:25-11:55 Presentation
Amanda Russell, University of Plymouth 

How many (Media) students does it take to change 

information literacy

 12:00-12:30 Presentation 
Ludo Sebire & Morwenna Peters, UWE

Developing academic skills for Art & Design students

 11:10-12:10 Workshop
Led by: Viv Eades, Central St Martins – UAL

Creative Library Research: experiencing theory

 Please note that this workshop will take 
place at Glasgow School of Art Library to allow 
participants to interact with a library collection. 

Lunch 

13:30-13:40 Lightning talk
Lexi Frost, Kings College London  

Diversifying the collections: MyReadingLists, Budgets, 

and the problem with the canon at KCL
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 13:40-13:50 Lightning talk
Salvatore Bellavia, Christie’s Education, London 

Queer records

 13:50-14:00 Lightning talk
Eleanor Gawne, Architectural Association, London 

Collaborative ventures in architectural libraries – sharing 

resources, expertise and benchmarking  
 14:00-14:10 Lightning Talk
Jane Daniels, Cardiff Metropolitan University 

How Special Are Your Art Collections?  Using the NBK to 

Expose, Assess & Catalogue Your Collections

 14:10-14:20 Lightning talk
Jayne Roberts, Leeds College of Art

Introduction to LALIC

 14:20-14:30 Lightning talk
Nick Brown, Christie’s Education 

ARLIS: The Referendum

  13:30-14:00 Presentation
Laura Elliott & Alice Harvey, Goldsmiths, London 

Liberate Our Library: embedding social justice work 

in everyday practice

 14:05-14:35 Presentation
Tavian Hunter, Iniva

Challenges in community engagement 

with diverse art collections 

ARLIS 50th Anniversary Panel: 

Jane Bramwell, Tate / Chair of ARLIS

Tavian Hunter, Iniva

Gustavo Grandal Montero, Chelsea College of Arts

Beth Houghton, Founding member of ARLIS and former Chair of ARLIS

Closing remarks: Chair of ARLIS
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Thanks and Acknowledgments
ARLIS UK & Ireland would like to gratefully acknowledge all 

sponsors and exhibitors for their generous support at our 50th 

Anniversary Conference. Without their support we would be unable 

to offer high quality and affordable conferences that attract 

excellent presenters and delegates from within the national and 

international art education community.

 

— Bloomsbury Digital Resources for their most generous continuous 
support over the years as major sponsors
— Casalini Libri for their renewed support
— University of Glasgow, our host, for very generously sponsoring our 
opening evening reception

Leo Appleton (Goldsmiths, University of London), Richard Bapty (University 
of Glasgow), Ann Cameron (National Library of Scotland), Duncan Chappell 
(Glasgow School of Art), Penny Dade (Independent), Carla Marcheson (The Prince’s 

Foundation and Royal Drawing School), Kerry Watson (National Galleries of Scotland), 
Bobbie Winter-Burke (Glasgow School of Art)

The Conference Working Party wish to thank their employers and the 
ARLIS UK & Ireland Council for their support. This programme has 
kindly been designed and produced by Good Press 
www.goodpressgallery.co.uk

We are particularly grateful to our major sponsors:

This year’s conference sponsors are: 

Conference Working Party:

Other thanks:
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