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Good afternoon.I am Holly Hatheway, Head of the Marquand Library of Art and Archaeology at Princeton University and the Current Project Manager of the Digital Cicognara Library Project. This collaborative endeavor was originally envisioned by the Vatican Library and has been realized by partner Libraries from the United States and Europe. It is a “long form” project that is now in its 6th year with the promise of many exciting phases in the years to come. This 10 minute talk will cover the history of the actual analog Cicognara Library and our efforts to bring open access digital surrogates of the collection to the world. We hope to begin activities that define and move the Digital Project from “Beta” ---to an official launch to the academic community next year. And we invite those of you in the audience who may be able to contribute to reach out to us for more information. 



Lodovico Lipparini, Portrait of Cicognara, 1825 (Galleria d'art

contemporanea, Venice). Courtesy akg-images

Introduction
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The Digital Cicognara Library is an international initiative to recreate, in digital form, the remarkable private book collection of Count Leopoldo Cicognara who lived from 1767–1834.  His collection of some five thousand early imprints still comprises the foundational literature of art and archaeology. Count Cicognara is usually described as an Italian art historian & bibliophileIn 1807, at the age of 40, he abandoned a political career to follow a lifelong love of antiquities and contemporary art, and he established himself as an art historian in the modern sense. Some even say he invented the role of the professional, academic critic.     His publications include important works on sculpture and Venetian architecture and he served as President of the Accademia di Belle Arti in Venice from (1808-1826)He envisioned that the Accademia should serve the public, and was largely responsible for opening that collection to the public in 1817.We hope that our 21st-century “open access” effort to bring his library to the world at large will meet his original intent.  



Catalogo ragionato dei libri d’arte
e d’antichità posseduti dal Conte Cicognara

Pisa: Presso Niccolò Capurro, 1821
Courtesy Heidelberg University Library

Catalogo ragionato
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Cicognara’s famous two-volume inventory of some 5,000 early imprints in his library, the Catalogo ragionato … was origininally published in 1821 remains an essential tool for scholars and bibliophiles of art history and related subjects.His bibliographical corpus virtually defines the early literature of art: The collection includes treatises, biographies; technical handbooks, manuals, and subject dictionaries in all areas of the visual artsAlso included are  texts on the decorative arts; emblem and iconographic handbooks; studies on costume, theatre and public spectacles; numismatic literature; and works on aesthetics and philosophy.In the area of archaeology, publications include topographical guides and early texts on the archaeology and antiquities of Greece and Rome. The texts date from the fifteenth through the early nineteenth centuries and cover Latin and most modern Western European Languages.



The Fondo Cicognara

Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, Gabinetto della
Grafica ©2017 Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1824, Cicognara sold his book collection to the Vatican Library where today it constitutes the Fondo Cicognara (pictured here) that is frequently used by scholars onsite. For nearly two centuries, it has profoundly informed the work of scholars; as well as bibliophiles and the rare book trade.It is considered one of the prize collections of the Vatican Library, however the consonance between the published Catalogo and the currently intact Fondo is close but not identical.In attempting to reconstruct the original Cicognara Library, we are joining a scholarly endeavor that’s been going on for decadesIn the 1980’s the Samuel H. Kress Foundation sponsored a project to disseminate the full text of the Cicognara Library in microfiche. This was Led by scholars at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC)They worked in close partnership with the Vatican Library, and the firm of Chadwyck-Healey, to produce a microfiche edition of every title in the Catalogo ragionatoThe microfiche set has been sold or donated to numerous libraries worldwide during the last thirty years, and metadata for each title is available in OCLC’s WorldCat, and remains available by subscription.·



Formats…
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In 1997, the Samuel H. Kress Foundation funded the creation of bibliographic records for each title of an earlier microfiche edition. Toward the end of the 2000’s ideas for a Digital Cicognara began to emerge: In 2010 the Kress Foundation explored digitizing the microfiche but was dissatisfied with its limited quality At the same time, the Vatican Library felt it unwise to reimage the Fondo because of stress to volumes during the 1980s-- And, therefore proposed the idea of reconstructing the Fondo with digitized, matching editions from other librariesIn 2014, a year of exploratory work led by Heidelberg University culminated in the formation of a partnershipAnd finally, in 2015, six of the now nine, “charter partner” libraries devised a plan to aggregate access to digital versions of copies held by libraries outside of the Vatican’s collection.  A project website (www.cicognara.org) was established and is hosted at Princeton University.  The objective is to bring together high resolution digitized copies of all volumes listed in the original Catalogo, with scans of the microfiche versions and the related bibliographic metadata in other libraries worldwide. The International Image Interoperability Framework (IIIF) was chosen for platform-neutral viewing of digital reproductions, and the Getty Research Portal is the method by which libraries contribute records for their digitized copies. 



Partners

• The Vatican Library
• Heidelberg University Library
• Princeton University Library
• The Getty Research Institute
• Columbia University Library
• The Frick Art Reference Library
• Harvard University Library
• National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC
• University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
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Who makes up the partners and how is the work distributed? Partners include those here on the screenThe current partners, excluding the Vatican, collectively hold approximately fifty percent of the corpus of more than five thousand titles and are actively seeking new partners to complete the collection of matching editions. The Partners have taken the lead and funded areas mostly in kind, for which they have expertise and capacity:The Discovery and feasibility phase was handled by (Heidelberg)Application development continues at (Princeton)Microfiche digitization—is led by the (Getty)NGA-Washington has cataloged the microfiche setAND All partners, current and future, oversee Digitization of local assets 



Complications with organizing and digitizing 
a 16th Century personal library

 Double Numbers  - Collection vs Catalogo
 Duplicate copies
 Sammelband, or “bound-with” items
 Prints and pamphlets

Low Tech & High Tech
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In addition to digitally reproducing the microfiche masters of Cicognara’s own books in the Vatican, the Digital Cicognara Library will include a collection of variant copies of these early imprints.The copy-specific characteristics of the newly digitized volumes will provide new information about the early literature of art and its readershipTHIS IS WHERE THE PROJECT becomes complicated and challenging.Cicognara’s Catalogo contains enumerated entries that offer all kinds of complications includingDouble Numbers  -  which offer, mayhem in the interpretation of the actual Collection vs that of his CatalogoMany Duplicate copies are listed separately in the catalogoSammelband, or “bound-with” items– are sometimes volumes comprised of several unidentifiable bits without title pagesAnd problems ensue with all the issues offered by various kinds of original artistic Prints and pamphlets Cicognara bound together for himself.



Where are we now? 
Goals for 2019-2020
 Project phases
 Official Launch Activities
 A Future Model of Collaboration

Project Phases 
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So, Where are we now?Today we are continuing to strategize outreach methods and think broadly about potential users. The future of the project is dependent on building an extensive user community and helping to foster ideas on how the project can evolve further. Currently, we are implementing proposed goals for our current Phase 1 and future Phase 2 activities… …there will surely be a phase 3 somedayWe are also striving to define what will characterize the leaving of Beta and “officially launching” the project. Our ultimate goal, with the Vatican Library, will be to provide a resource with multi-faceted uses, a variety of user communities, and present a sustainable working model for a multi-institutional scholarly project. 



Join Us!

Contributions to the Digital Cicognara Library 
project website are enabled by the Getty 
Research Portal. 

The digital facsimiles are displayed via 
International Image Interoperability 
Framework (IIIF) on the Digital Cicognara 
Library website. 

For detailed information on how to 
contribute to the Digital Cicognara Library 
see the contributor FAQs page.

Please see the Metadata Checklist for contribution 
specifications.
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Please visit our COMMUNITY PAGE on the Digital Cicognara Website for information on how to contribute. See the circle on the screen for the drop down menu location.Here in the UK our research has revealed potential partners to be:The British Library – 72National Gallery London – 46National Art Library at the V&A -29Oxford University Library – 66AND Cambridge University Library - 26Some of you have began conversations with us and we look forward to working with any new potential partners here in the UK and Ireland. 



Thank you 

https://cicognara.org 

Holly Hatheway
Head, Marquand Library of Art & Archaeology

Princeton University    hhatheway@princeton.edu
Project Manager, Digital Cicognara Library, 2019-21

https://www.vaticanlibrary.va
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Thank you all very much for your time today. 


